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A Tribute to Ms. Francine Blais (1945 – 2019) 

We, the members of the International Misericordia Family (IMF), Sisters and lay people, 

are in mourning. Last month, our friend Francine Blais passed away. We say, “our 

friend” because everyone, or almost, in the IMF knew Francine personally. Francine was 

a consecrated laywoman who worked for the IMF for more than thirty years. 

Francine was a social worker at the “Cercle Éducatif” with Sr. Georgette Mally, S.M. and 

Sister Réjeanne Duranceau, S.M. for many years. She fostered the development of many 

children of single mothers for lasting improvements in their lives. 

Like Rosalie, she was socially engaged and was a woman of prayer. 

In 1995, at the age of 50, she was the first layperson in the International Misericordia 

Family to pronounce Vows of Misericordia. Her vows were also a first in the Church of 

Quebec! They consisted of the same vows as those made by the Sisters: poverty, chastity, 

and obedience. However, these vows were lived while remaining in civil society. In the 

years that followed, Francine continued to renew her vows with the same enthusiasm as 

when she pronounced them the first time. 

Francine became the spiritual accompanier for almost all the Misericordia Sisters who 

were living at the Motherhouse and the lay people who wanted to be part of the 

International Misericordia Family. She accompanied them in private meetings. She paid 

particular attention to the Misericordia Friends Group because she was responsible for 

this group.  She was an outstanding spiritual counsellor. 

Francine sat on several IMF committees: Identity Committee, Reflection Committee, 

Transitory Committee, and Replenishment Committee. She participated in the writing of 

the chronicle Let us Walk with Rosalie in the RCJC Newsletter; in the writing of the 

Community Journey of the IMF for several seasons. 

Francine has therefore contributed to the spiritual life of the Misericordia Sisters, to the 

spiritual life of the lay people of the IMF, as well as to the future of the IMF. She became 

involved wholeheartedly in all that was dear to her. Francine was a guardian and a 

shining light for the IMF. She had great hope in the IMF, and she helped to create the 

Church of tomorrow. 
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She was also socially engaged. She made prison visits and took part in interfaith 

movements. She was a woman of the Church in her deepest essence. She was a beautiful 

model to follow, a front-runner. Her curiosity was such that she led the way to new life. 

She prepared people to make changes. She brought people together and created bonds. 

She knew many people. She placed them in the right places and made sure that each 

person had a place. She was a woman who promoted harmonious relationships, a woman 

of communion. She had a special sense of humour. She played the violin and was a 

chorister. In recent years, she even took a few courses in English so that it would be 

easier to communicate with the English members of the IMF. She believed that one could 

always learn something new. 

Francine was a unique woman. Above all, we believe that she was a woman of 

Misericordia, in her own way, like Rosalie Cadron-Jetté. 

 


